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How Dates Affect Location
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The SpeedyWriter Test Environment
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Hardware Assignment (to Tests)
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Test Hardware
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Tracking Software Releases
• Track all relevant software configurations 

– BIOSs

– Operating system versions

– Applications

– Virtual machines and interpreters

– Utilities

– Test tools and scripts

• Case study: SpeedyWriter software 
revisions
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Software Release Plan: Part 1
Revision Identifiers Release Date Phase Cycle
C.1.Mac
C.1.W95
C.1.W98
C.1.WNT
C.1.Sol

7/19/1999 Component 1

C.2.Mac
C.2.W95
C.2.W98
C.2.WNT
C.2.Sol

7/26/1999 Component 2

I.1.Mac
I.1.W95
I.1.W98
I.1.WNT
I.1.Sol

8/2/1999 Component
Integration

3
1

I.2.Mac
I.2.W95
I.2.W98
I.2.WNT
I.2.Sol

8/9/1999 Integration 2
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Software Release Plan: Part 2

Revision Identifiers Release Date Phase Cycle
S.1.Mac
S.1.W95
S.1.W98
S.1.WNT
S.1.Sol

8/16/1999 Integration
System

3
1

S.2.Mac
S.2.W95
S.2.W98
S.2.WNT
S.2.Sol

8/23/1999 System 2

S.3.Mac
S.3.W95
S.3.W98
S.3.WNT
S.3.Sol

8/30/1999 System 3
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Software Release Table
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Tested Configurations
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Conclusions
• Logistics database: a basic tool for managing 

complex testing logistics

• Benefit of careful logistical management
– Prevent defocusing materiel misunderstandings

– Enable testing for critical, customer impacting bugs 
under “near-field” conditions

• Handle distributed test environments and the 
human logistics.  

• Plan and track software releases onto the test 
environment for bug tracking and regression 
testing


